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SEQTA Suite 2018.8 release
SEQTA is pleased to announce the 2018.8 release of the SEQTA Suite. This is a relatively
large release, with some great improvements and new features.

Browser support
The supported browsers are:
•
•
•
•
•

Mozilla Firefox stable. At the time of release, this is Firefox 60.
Mozilla Firefox ESR. At the time of release, this is Firefox 60ESR.
Google Chrome stable. At the time of release, this is Chrome 66.
Apple Safari stable. At the time of release, this is Safari 11.
Microsoft Edge stable. At the time of release, this is Edge 41.

Internet Explorer 11 is now flagged as an “old browser”. It will remain supported for
the remainder of 2018 but will be unsupported from 2019 on. Internet Explorer 11
users will see a persistent warning of this on the login page and when using the
software.
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Redesigned, brandable login pages

One of the top requests on the SEQTA Community is the ability to brand the login page. We
have redesigned the login page and added the ability for administrators to configure the
background image that’s displayed – as you can see above, the default is a simple blue
gradient, but when an image is loaded, it fills the full screen.
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It’s possible to configure separate background images for each of the four main applications
in the SEQTA Suite (SEQTA Engage, SEQTA Learn, SEQTA Teach, and SEQTA Tutor).
For each, multiple backgrounds can be added; one will be selected at random each time the
login page is shown.

Configuration

To configure the branding, a new tab has been added to the “Application settings” page.
Access to this tab requires the “Data: Edit” permission.
On this page, you can manage the images used for each application by uploading files.

Best-practice recommendations
The images you upload will be downloaded at full size when displayed, so it’s recommended
that they not be too large.
•

•
•
•

Scale your image to 1920x1080: this will look good across the broadest range of
devices. Note that images smaller than 1024x768 will be blurred when displayed; you
can use this to good effect if your background is abstract.
For photographs, use JPEG images and dial up the compression as high as possible
without losing quality.
If your image is mainly solid colours and has text or crests on it, consider using PNG,
as it more effectively compresses large areas of solid colour.
Test your image across multiple browser sizes to ensure your key content remains
visible and legible.

© SEQTA Software 2018

Page 3

Consent2Go in the SIP
Schools using Consent2Go now have the option of
replacing the “medical” pane in the SIP with an
embedded view of key details from Consent2Go.
To set this up, you will need to contact the SEQTA
service desk with the following details obtained from
Consent2Go:
•
The appropriate Consent2Go URL for medical
display;
•
Your client identifier; and
•
A pre-shared key, or secret, to be used by
Consent2Go and SEQTA to secure the integration.
Note that this integration does not involve data
interchange – key information from Consent2Go needs
to still be brought into SEQTA via your admin system for
it to appear on reports, student alerts, and elsewhere in
the system.

© SEQTA Software 2018

Page 4

Syllabus improvements
Easier insertion
We’ve redesigned the “Insert syllabus” popup from the ground up to address the
shortcomings of the previous version. It’s now possible to select multiple syllabus items at
once – and you can see a lot more detail on-screen.
A

B

C
D

E

F

A. Select the syllabus set you’re working with. Note that if there are multiple versions
available (for example, during a transition between versions), you’ll be able to choose
which version, too. You’ll notice that each syllabus set has a different image in the
header, making it easier to identify which one you’ve selected.
B. You can use the filter options to restrict the syllabus listed to just those you’re
interested. Filter by area, strand, outcome, or by free-text search. Note that a
maximum of 100 syllabus items are shown at a time.
C. Syllabus items that match your filters will be shown in a table. You can reorder the
table by clicking or tapping on the header and select items by clicking or tapping on
the checkbox or row. In most places, you can insert multiple syllabus items by
selecting more than one.
D. If sub-content exists for a syllabus item, click the “select sub-content” row to view it.
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E. Use the sub-content filters to restrict what’s shown. Filter by year, context, or by freetext search. Note that a maximum of 50 syllabus sub-content items are shown at a
time.
F. Syllabus sub-content is shown in another table, which can also be resorted. Select
items by clicking or tapping on the row or checkbox. Note that selecting sub-content
automatically selects the parent syllabus item.
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Upgrade between syllabus versions
When syllabus changes, your use of that syllabus needs to change, too. Often, though, the
changes are mostly non-substantive – for example, wording might be tweaked without
affecting the overall meaning. Sometimes, though, the changes are more comprehensive:
syllabus items might be merged, split, discontinued, or added.
SEQTA makes it easy to keep up-to-date with such changes to syllabus. When you load a
programme, student plan, or reporting syllabus set that uses old syllabus, you’ll be prompted
to upgrade:

Clicking on “Upgrade now” opens the upgrade popup:

A

B

C

D

A. At the top, you’ll see a summary of the migration/upgrade suggestions.
B. Each syllabus item is presented as a group, with up to three options:
a. Keep the current item
b. Upgrade/migrate to the proposed item
c. Remove the item entirely
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If there is an upgrade path, the “proposed” item will automatically be selected.
C. If there is no possibility to upgrade, you’ll have the choice of keeping the existing
syllabus item or removing it. You’ll see details of where the item is used, as those are
areas that you will likely need to visit and rework to accommodate the changes to the
syllabus.
D. Syllabus sub-content can also be automatically upgraded, but there are some
additional constraints:
a. You can only upgrade syllabus sub-content if the parent is also upgraded.
b. You cannot keep the “current” syllabus sub-content item if the parent is
upgraded.
Upgrading in bulk
You can upgrade multiple programmes at once from the List of programmes page by
selecting the programmes you want to upgrade and clicking the “Upgrade syllabus in all
sets” button in the toolbar. To upgrade all student plans at once, click the “Upgrade syllabus
in all plans” button on the Student plans page. For reporting syllabus, click the “Upgrade
syllabus in all sets” button on the Reporting syllabus page.
If you upgrade only a handful of programmes, you’ll be able to control the migration of each
individual syllabus item using the upgrade popup (see above). If, however, you’re upgrading
more than ten programmes, you will be presented with the “bulk migrate syllabus” popup:

This popup allows you to choose the default action when no migration is available – unlink
(remove) the syllabus item or ignore it (keep the current one). This will happen as a
background process, and you will receive a notification when it’s complete.
Permissions
Two new permissions have been added to control access to syllabus upgrading/migration:
•
•

Syll: Migr Staff with this permission can migrate syllabus in their own programmes
and student plans.
Syll: Migr all Staff with this permission can migrate syllabus in any programme,
reporting syllabus, or student plan.
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Syllabus administration
In the Admin workspace, you’ll find a new page for managing syllabus sets and versions:
Syllabus management. This page shows syllabus sets as a series of cards:

A

B

C

A. Use the filters on the left to only see syllabus sets you’re interested in.
B. At the top of each syllabus set card is its status (see below).
C. Open the card to manage versions for the set (see below).
Syllabus versions
Each syllabus set has one or more versions associated with it, and these versions can be
activated and deactivated independently.
Syllabus statuses
•
•
•
•

Update available: there is a more recent version of the syllabus available than the
active version.
Up-to-date: the most recent version of the syllabus available is active.
Not installed: no versions of the syllabus are active.
Deprecated: The syllabus set exists on your server but can’t be found in the cloud; it
cannot be updated.
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Managing syllabus versions
When you open a syllabus card, you’ll see all the
available versions listed.
To activate a version, you need to first install it. This
downloads the version from the SEQTA syllabus
warehouse in the cloud and makes it available on
your SEQTA server. You can then activate it.
It’s recommended that you only activate versions
which are in active use – that is, versions from which
items will be inserted.
If you deactivate a version, any links to syllabus in
that version remain intact: deactivating a version
simply prevents the insertion of more syllabus from
that version by hiding it in the “insert syllabus” popup.
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Other improvements
User management search
When using the free-text search on the User management page, it will now search through
all the metadata shown for each row. This means that you can, for example, find all
guardians with students in year 8 by searching for “y08”.

Term alias management

Administrators can now manage term aliases from a new dedicated tab on the Timetable
management page. If you’re not aware of term aliases, you probably don’t use them; check
in with the SEQTA sync team through our service desk if you have questions and before
starting to use them.
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Goodbye Internet Explorer 11
During 2013, a new pope was elected, Edward Snowden blew the whistle on government
mass surveillance, we had three Prime Ministers, and Microsoft released Internet Explorer
11. It was a great step forward for Internet Explorer, bringing it more in line with browsers
like Firefox, Chrome, and Safari.
Unfortunately, while Firefox, Chrome, and Safari have continued to improve over the past
five years, Internet Explorer has not. In fact, it’s no longer supported by Microsoft on
Windows 7, 8, and 8.1, and only receives critical security updates on Windows 10 – and
even those will stop in 2020 (see this Microsoft document for details). If you’re using
Windows 7 or 8, you’re not getting security updates from Microsoft at all (as outlined by
Microsoft here). This means that an attacker could use your computer to gain access to
sensitive information about students, parents, and teachers. If you or anyone at your school
is using a browser or operating system which no longer receives security updates, we
strongly recommend upgrading as soon as possible to ensure the safety of the sensitive
data stored in systems like the SEQTA Suite.
The good news is that there are other viable options available now. Both Microsoft Edge
(Windows 10) and Mozilla Firefox (Windows 8.1 and 10) can be configured using Group
Policy, and Edge can even be configured to load specific legacy websites in Internet
Explorer 11 if necessary. Our analytics indicate that around 10% of SEQTA Teach users use
Internet Explorer 11. Over 60% of those users are on Windows 10, and so have access to
Microsoft Edge. Both Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox run on Windows 7 and up.
With all this in mind, SEQTA is saying goodbye to Internet Explorer.
Starting with the 2018.8 release, we’ll be marking IE11 as a “legacy browser”. This
means that on the login page, there’ll be a message stating that the browser is
unsupported; there’ll also be a subtler persistent message across the top of the
SEQTA interface.
For security reasons, we will stop supporting Internet Explorer 11 entirely in early
2019. The SEQTA Suite will not load in Internet Explorer from that time.
An online version of this rationale is available at https://static.seqta.com.au/releases/ie11/.
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Full list of changes and bug fixes
Type

SEQTA ID

Product

Area

Description

Bugfix

TA-10532

Mobile
apps

Push notifications

Prevent a rare error message when users
opt out of push notifications

Bugfix

TA-10435

Teach

Application
settings

Ensure that hidden application settings
remain so even when removed and readded

Bugfix

TA-10082

Teach

Data
management

Text containing only whitespace characters
are treated as empty

Bugfix

TA-10143

Teach

Data
management

Leading and trailing whitespace characters
should be trimmed

Bugfix

TA-10298

Teach

Permissions

Squash a rare condition in which misspelled
permissions cause issues

Feature

TA-10433

All

Authentication

Redesign login pages and allow schools to
upload background images for branding
purposes

Feature

TA-10277

Teach

SIP / integration

Allow Consent2Go to be surfaced in
medical pane of SIP

Feature

TA-9808

Teach

Syllabus

New syllabus insertion, versioning,
management, warehouse

Feature

TA-10479

Teach /
sync

Timetable
management

Allow administrators to enter “term aliases”
directly

Improvement

TA-10442

All

Internet Explorer 11 should be flagged as
an “old browser”

Improvement

TA-10520

Kiosk

Backwards- and forwards-compatible
backend changes in preparation for new
Kiosk version

Improvement

TA-10478

Sync

User
management

The sync should be able to deprovision
users in addition to provisioning them

Improvement

TA-10250

Teach

Integration

Replace “myEd” logo with “myEdOnline”
logo on assessment popup

Improvement

TA-10459

Teach

User
management

User management search should search
through “metadata” too

Technical
improvement

TA-10269

All
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